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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1 , 4, and 7 are objected to because of the following informalities: the use 
of the phrase "can be" should be avoided since it is confusing whether the recitations 
following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 , 3, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over JP 09294769 (hereafter 769) in view of Satoh (US 2004/0089403). 

'769 discloses the invention substantially as claimed including a plurality of pads 
(e.g., 9) and a cutter (e.g., 12) wherein the pad changes its attitude (e.g. paragraph 20). 
Although '769 teaches the use of anvil (e.g., paragraph 23), '769 fails to teach a plurality 
of anvils. Satoh teaches a plurality of anvils (e.g., 23). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a 
plurality of anvils as taught by Satoh on the device of '769 in order to contact the cutter 
to produce cuts. Regarding claim 3, a holding surface (e.g., Figures 1-2). It is noted 
that the claims do not preclude a device having a first relative level and a second 
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relative level at the same level where changing of attitude of the pads is not hindered at 
both levels. 

4. Claims 1 -7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over JP 
09294769 (hereafter 769) in view of Munn et al. (US 3,758,102). 

'769 discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for a plurality of 
anvils wherein a second relative level is more retracted inward than a first relative level. 
Munn teaches the use of plurality of anvils wherein the anvils are retractable (e.g., 50). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ retractable anvils as taught by Munn on the device of 
'769 in order to not to hinder the attitude changing operation of the pads with the anvils. 
The modified device of '769 teaches the anvils turn about a second axis which is 
generally parallel to a first axis and out of alignment with each other. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Benner, Couturier, Milner, Nakakado '494, '109 are cited to show 
related devices. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen Choi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Stephen Choi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 
2 December 2008 



